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Entrepreneurial identity includes 
people who are working not 
necessarily only for themselves, but 
also within companies, and 
non-industry related organizations. 
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“Some will say identity is a state of being; others 
will say it is a state of becoming [...] some say it is 
how you perform; and others say it is what you 
own and consume [... but] the point here is that 
identity exists by how it is defined.” 

(Saldaña , 2016, p. 71-72)
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ENTREPRENEUR (N.) “activity, behaviour, or attitudes characteristic 
of an entrepreneur — a person who owns and 
manages a business, bearing the financial 
risks of the enterprise”  
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP
(ADJ.)

“of, relating to, or characteristic 
of an entrepreneur”  
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“I’m not an entrepreneur. I’d agree that I’m 
entrepreneurial… but don’t confuse the two.” 

(E. Carlson , Personal Communication, Nov. 19, 2018)
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Noun vs. Adjective - 
There’s a difference!
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Entrepreneur 
(Noun)

 = contained 
signification 

Entrepreneurial 
(Adjective) 

= flexible 
signification

Identity

Specification of these terms 
has a notable rhetorical impact 

on how they are understood.

* Innovation
* Leadership
* Production of Capital 
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PRIOR WORK & 
RESEARCH METHODS
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❏ Site Studies
❏ Interviews
❏ Gathering of 

Secondary Data Sources 
❏ Transcription 
❏ Coding 
❏ Memo Writing   



“In order to be successful in today’s world –- no matter what 
your profession is -– you’ve got to demonstrate your ability to 
innovate, be creative, have a solid drive/work ethic, network 

well, be adaptable, and have technological expertise.”
(K. Darling, Personal Communication, Dec. 1, 2018)
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Heuristic Serves 
Two Functions

A.
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Provides a multidisciplinary 
approach for helping us 
better understand the 
different components of 
entrepreneurial identity

B. 
Gives people who possess an 
entrepreneurial identity a 
vocabulary for marketing 
themselves and their skill 
sets as they navigate spaces 
in-between roles and amidst 
their communities



Flattened Cube 
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● Each panel represents the 
different features that constitute 
the entrepreneurial identity 
profile.
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Students 
(Undergrads/Grads)

in the 
Classroom

Entrepreneurship
Entrepreneurial 

Identity
Post

Retirement 

Work
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THANKS!

Any questions?

Chat with me at @mingledlingo & ruiz56@purdue.edu
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